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Not colning 1t: my week without cash

Carol Midgley says
plastic is not so
fantastic after trving to
survive on cards alone

ave you ever tned to

last a week without

using cash? | dont

mesn  ©a n;g off

other pe — we

have minor n:q.rals for

that. [ mean Inerally

) ing a hand on

any coins and notes, that stuff in your
pocket with the (ueeen’s hairdo on it

| have. And it's . Much of

medern society — and definitely i ml.et—

net sh mg— discriminates
cash and prefers your plastic, -:t.. :Il.
turns out, do the police. A recent radio

advert for the anti-terrorist hutIJnE
urged listeners to call if they
udafhbnur behaving unusually. Euch
behaviour included “he pa:.rs with
cash because he doesn't have a bank
card”. The advert has now been
banned by the Advertising Standards
Auﬂ'lm'it_'rl:-ecauseit encouraged |isten-
to report people for duln,g Somie-
dimgul'u-:hls perfectly legal.

As | said lasting a week without cash
is a doddle. The only drawback 1s that
you tum into one of life's tight-fisted,
socially castrated, general ]:Imn—:ln—the—
arses. Sound attractive? Read on.

The Payments Council has Hredn:l.e-:l
that bank notes and coins wi
for fewer than half of all transactions
within fiveyears. According to a report,
when it comes to setiling regular com-
mitments such as bills, cash is now used
only 9 per cent of the time as we reach
increasingly for fleable friends and
standing orders. The number of people
being paid cash-in-hand shrunk from
one 1 elght in 1999 to one in 20 in
20049, We tend to use it only for pid-
dling amounts. Cash looks like becom-
ing an endangered species.

Well, it makes sense doesnt it?
Filthy lucre is so cumbersome, so last
century, darling. Unnl, that 15, you are
standing cutside Samnsbury’s without a
pound coin for a trolley as | was on day
one of my litthe expeniment. There’s no
way round this conundrum, just =0 you

know. Trolleys can’t be reasoned with,
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and buttons don't work — [ tned it As

the man in the car park =said, a little
smirkily, | thought, “vouwll just have to
use & basket, love™. Yes, but | need to

buy potatoes and three bottles of
bleach and 24 cans of Carling among
many other things, Sir. Do [ lock like
Geoff Capes? [ went somewhere else.

The thing i= that everyone thinks it
will be m“ég deal to do without hard
currency. “It's practically a cashless

sodety already,” said some friends. [rs
certainly gulngd'lat“av You can prob-
ably gofor day s without realising,

exer Scrooge-hike, that you've not un-

‘ This is the

thing about
not carrying money
— It turns you into
a skinflint

”

zipped the coins bit of your purse. Oys-
ter Cards, chip and pin, online shopps
all foster a culture that seems to pusi
cash the way of the Betamax video.

O day owo | went to the pub in the
evening with dread in my heart. One of

||:|n standing onzl hates 1=
o pay for drnks at bars with
|t sl.arted at university when stu-
dentj would write a cheque for wo
ints of Iagﬂ and | would wait in the
eue belund, nursing a

dry ﬂ'lJ‘Da.t-a.‘l'l?‘:"LDM‘it fantasies.

Debit cards are “nskless” are they?
Mot if some borderline alcoholic is
going to stove your face in for keeping
him from his pint of ader, theyre not
Sowhen| aslr.e-:ll.nusean:.a:-:ll.u]:ta
two and half pints of lager an
OFENEE JUICE it Was mth acute embar-
rassment and repea es, The
young ba:rnald shm OEJI
as if to say “chill out, D]d.'h- oman” aJ'ld.I

oticed that across the bar several
DI‘l‘I.E‘J’plElJ]:Il.E“EI.'E doing it too — with-
out shame, Given that many bar staff
now have those ridiculous keys which

d'bE{lh-a"E 1 use to open the tll before
and every transacton it turns out
that it doesn't even really slow things

down. And guess what? Only 40 per
cent of pub spending now involves
cash, compared to 90 per cent a decade
ago. If you pay with money vou're in

MINORITY. But without cash vou
can't say “keep the change™ as is cus-
tormary in the North and if you offer wo
buy them a dripk which is practically
the law in Liverpool there's that excru-
cating kerfuffle where you have w
choose the amount yourself and add it
in as gratuity on the keypad. %o for the
first time 1n years | dﬁrpt and left the
bar feeling mildly mortified.

This is Ehe thing about not carrying
money — it turns you into a skinflint.
Scl.m'_'.rmg Issue sellers and

IEmunEﬁns. head down —
it's r:l'lsmu]' “%orry, no change, mate,”
you say, eves averted. “Wanker,” you
can imagine them saying toyour back.
| caved in on being confronted by an
elderly woman standin our city
centre collecting for a %ol:al hospice
and gave her the tw o 50p pieces [ knew
were Jurking in my coat pocket. She

smitled at me— the first time that had
h pened all day.

treet collections will die without
cash, so will buskers and street enter-
tainers which i is @ shame (except for
those creepy mime artists, nd-
dance to them). And by Jmt having
maoney you somehow spend more of it
Here's an example of how_ At my local
newsagents on day three [ went to

evening paper and & pint of mi
“There’s a 30p charge for using a debit
card,” said the shopkeeper. Eh? Tums
out that it costs malfeshnp OWTIETS
about £ rental a month for these
machines so ass the cost back w
you 5o you think: “Well, [ might as
well get some beans and some HF
sawce and Chewits and bonios and
Bombay mix while I'm here then” A
E] It spend becomes an E8 splurge.
en | tried to park my car for a brief
a.p]:H:II:I'Il.‘I'.I'IE'Il. in town [ reahsed |
couldn’t use the meters without cash
and =0 had to go to the rip-off multi-
storey mstead.

Itz true that & cashless society would
incorvenience the black economy, the
cesh-in-hand payments to cleaners
and plumbers, the car you purchasze
from a dodgy garage. [t would also rain
considerably on the parade of cocaine
dealers. The banks would love a cazh- &
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4 free society, cash being expensive to
transport and protect. Thereis ageneral
plan to phase out cheques by 2018, Last
month Natonwide Bullding Society
sand that it 1= to stop some customers
taking out under 100 over the counter
atits branches. From June 7 customers
with ¢ash cards who want smaller
amounts will have to use a cash
machine, inan effortto reduce queves.
Vera Cottrell from Which?, formerly
known as the Consumers Association,
said that it was hard to foresee a tme
when cash would disappear completely
as 1t remains the most popular form of
transaction for some groups of people.
“Certain ty pes of consumers prefer cash
because use it &= away to l:-u-:lge:j_l"
she says. “They will make small ca
withdrawals to keep a check on what
they are spending.” She said that some
people didnt hke hsving standing
orders with utlity companies because
they had access to their sccount. There
was also a privacy issue. ~Your credit
cardcompany will pet a pretty good pic-
ture of what you are spending your
money on. Ths will help them decide
how muchtheywant tolend toyow”
'E::?h oils the wt:gla of life; it 15 a
social currency as a5 a monetary
one Remember whenyour grandmeoth-
er used to fish around in her purse and

‘ Mot carrying
MONEY, Yol See,

is infantile. It relegates

youtothestatusof a

four-year-old

)24

give you a fiver? Won't be quite the
same when she says “Now, dear, I've
credited your account with £5 and it
shouldhaveappeared in the'paidin’col-
umn of your bank statement

tomorrow. OK? Tesco, WH_m;Sdmj 1,
Topshop, petting your car sery —1t
feerf;erfen]:.r normal towield yourplas-
tic in these arcumstances. But not, [
found, in the following paying the
window cleaner, two mini drvers,
two children who wanted money for a
sponsored walk, a couple of collection
tins and the vending machine at the

svimming pool when my daughter

wanbed some Uuavers. 5o | broke my
resolve and flashed the cash on one
humiliating occasion, borrowing from
my daughter's Dhsney Princess purse.

Some battles arentworth ighting,
MNotcarrying money, yousee, is infan-
tile. It relegates you, in certain situa-
tions, to the status of a four-year-old
Notonly cany our every move from pet-
rol station tu%mﬁ pharmacy be traced
on 4 vast, scary Matrix computer, you
are disconnected from an Important
thread of human commumcation, With-
out money you couldnt even leave a
coin for the tooth fairy. And, you know
whatelse? People don't ike peoplewho
don't carry money. They dom't trust
them. Such as the noble Macmillan
chanty collectorwhogives a sad, know-
ing look, when you pat the pockets of
your e pensive jacket apologetically.
They said years ago that said cata-
logues would kill off the high street,
then it was online shopping. It never
happened. People like the personal
touch. [nthe sameway plastic won't kill
off cash erther— wewon't stand for it.
Ron Delnevo, managing director of
ATM operator, Bank ;n'[m:hme said:
“(ashi 1s here to stay becawse — despite
dubious tactics used by the card
schemes to force us into electronic pay-
ment methods —the Bratish public sim-
plywon'tbetold whattodo.”
So feel free to jettizon cash if you
want. ['d rather keep my dignity. And
oneor bwoof my fnends.
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